Be a Bookworm This Summer

Summer Reading Recommendations for 5th and 6th graders
In the interest of all scholars growing in their reading abilities over the summer, it is my
recommendation as their Language Arts teacher, that they would read at least four excellent
books over the summer.
These books should be at their current Lexile reading level so that they are not reading books
which are too easy or too difficult. This Lexile level may be determined by going on the Book
Wizard site (by Scholastic). The students are all very familiar with this website.
http://www.scholastic.com/bookwizard/
An excellent link to quality books is the following:
http://www.classical-homeschooling.org/celoop/1000-elementary.html#literature4-6
For accountability of their summer reading, I am asking students to record on the document
attached of the four (or more) books they have read during the summer along with a short
summary of the book. During the first week of school students will share these documents with
their classes. There will be a quiz on the book. This will be their first ILA grade for the year.
Your child will be doing the MAP reading comprehension test in September. This will be a
valuable assessment of their reading abilities after the summer break. Research has shown
that students who read a minimum of four books over vacation retain their reading abilities from
the final days of school. It also states some bad news: students who do not read very much will
take until November to regain their competencies achieved from the prior school year. Putting
this child head-to-head with a child who has read during the summer reveals an extreme
disadvantage to the non-summer reader.
The love of reading takes nurturing and it is my hope and prayer that your child will continue to
show interest and enjoyment in God’s gift of reading good literature.
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