Mr. Piper’s Summer
Reading for ALL
JUNIORS
•
edition)

Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury (any

There are three assignments accompanying the reading:
(1) Twenty-question Quiz. The quiz will be taken in
class during the first several days of school. Questions will
address characters and events in the story. All questions
will be objective and will include a mix of multiple choice,
true/false, and matching.
(2) Five Memes. Create five different memes inspired by five different characters,
moments, or quotes in the novel. Have some creative fun with this, and share your
memes with me (kpiper@lcamn.org) as a Google Doc before the first day of school.
(3) 1200 Words of Reflective Writing. Use your choice(s) from the bulleted questions below
to respond to the novel. You may choose to write one 1200-word response, two 600word responses, or three 400-word responses. While these are not formal essays, your
ideas should be expressed clearly and must be supported by specific details in the book.
Include the page number in parentheses each time you include a detail, paraphrase, or
quote. Edit your paragraphs and sentences for correctness. Share your writing with me
(kpiper@lcamn.org) as a Google Doc before the first day of school.
Here are questions to get you thinking and writing:
•
•
•
•

Choose any significant character. What does s/he want most? What obstacles are in
the way of this? Are you satisfied by the resolution of this desire for that character?
How does Montag’s view of fire change over the course of the story? What does this
suggest about how he himself changes?
How are Mildred and Clarisse alike? Different? How did they come to be the
particular women they are?
What does the title of each of the three parts of the novel mean? What does each
title help us pay attention to in its section of the novel?

•
•
•

•

What are some of the story’s references to Biblical ideas, specific parts of scripture,
or to the Bible itself? Why do you think Bradbury alludes so often to the Bible?
Why does Bradbury refer frequently to nature in the book? How are animals and
water important?
A symbol is an ordinary thing that also has a larger, more significant meaning.
Discuss a line of dialogue that has both a literal meaning intended by the character
and a symbolic meaning that we readers recognize as significant.
Do you think it’s possible for a society to be completely censored or completely
free? What does the book have to say about these things to Americans today?

Additional Summer Reading for UNW Composition Students
If you are enrolled in UNW Comp this fall, please also choose and read one book from this list:
https://thewritelife.com/must-read-books-about-writing/. (I recommend staying away from any with
the word “style” in the title, as those are more likely to be reference books than readable prose. But if
reference books are your thing, go for it!)
As you read, create a “scrapbook” of at least 20 meaningful quotes from throughout the book. Follow
these with a 250-word reflection about how the book helped you think about the kind of writer you
hope to become. Include the page number for each quote in parentheses after its quote, and add a
works cited entry for the book at the end of your document. Share your scrapbook with me

(kpiper@lcamn.org) as a Google Doc before the first day of school.

